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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 

VOL. XXVIII. JANUARY 17, 1913. No. 3. 

CEREBROSPINAL MENINGITIS EPIDEMIC. 

Cerebrospinal meningitis has become epidemic in certain localities 
in Arkansas, Tennessee, and the southern part of Illinois. 

In Arkansas 25 cases, with 17 deaths, were reported at Lepanto, 
Poinsett County, during December and the first 6 days of January, 
and a few sporadic cases have been notified in other parts of the State. 

In Tennessee there were 108 cases, with 47 deaths, reported in Dyer 
County to January 13. In Lake County there were 13 cases, with 9 
deaths, to January 13. In Carroll County there were 4 cases during 
the 2 weeks ended January 11, with sporadic cases elsewhere in the 
State. There were 13 counties in the State in which 1 or more 
cases were reported during the month ended January 14. 

In southern Illinois there were 11 cases, with 7 deaths, reported at 
Dale, in Alexander County, to January 10. Cases have also been 
reported at Cairo. Considerable agitation has arisen in connection 
with the appearance of the disease, and certain communities have 
established quarantine against other communities. 



FEDERAL PUBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATION. 
ITS DEVELOPMENT AND PRESENT STATUS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

By J. W. Kerb, Assistant Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service. 

The jurisdiction of the Federal Government in public health mat- 
ters extends over foreign intercourse, interstate intercourse, Federal 
territory, and Federal administrative affairs, including protection of 
the Indian tribes. 

FEDERAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION IN RELATION TO FOREIGN INTER- 
COURSE, 

Federal health administration had for its fundamental object the 
prevention of the introduction of pestilential diseases. As long ago 
as May 27, 1796, a national law authorized the President to direct the 
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